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Washington Square NEWS

2024 Most Beautiful
Yard Award

1010 N. Lowell Street

Jim Pantone

dl‘l(l

Carina Franck

A well-deserved congratulations to Jim
Pantone and Carina Franck for their amaz-
ing yard and home. It has been a thought
filled transformation from the cottage-
like house they purchased to the warm
Southwestern home it is today.

When they purchased their home at 1010
N. Lowell in 2001, it was pink with navy
blue trim. They kept and enhanced the
English garden while they worked on the
inside adding a family room, master suite,
remodeled kitchen, baths and painting
the brightly colored rooms to colors more
favorable for displaying their eclectic art.
Slowly the exterior evolved with a change
of color, adding stone and hardscape and
entertainment spaces.

Then the pandemic hit...

With a little more time at home, they
delved into designing the yards that they
always wanted expansion of the front
hardscape with room for entertaining
and eating, drought tolerant plants, pots,
artificial grass, and jasmine vines. Carina
is a cactus/succulent enthusiast and has a
beautiful collection, both in-ground and
potted, throughout the front and back



WSNA SUMMER GENERAL MEETING
Where: Heroes School, Multi-Purpose Rm.
When: Thursday, July 18, 2024

Time: 7pm - 9pm

Meeting Topics:

e OCTA - Orange County Transportation Authority - Summer Bus Rates for Kids

e (City of Santa Ana - Parks and Recreation Dept with an update on the 10th and Flower
Park design.

* Segerstrom Center
As always, we’ll have pizza, water, and your neighbors to exchange information with.

PATRIOTISM IS ALIVE AND WELL IN
WASHINGTON SQUARE

When driving through Washington Square you cannot have
missed the number of American flags flying on so many of
our homes. With Flag Day on June 14th and Fourth of July
this month, flags are powerful symbols of our nation’s values,
history, and pride.

Please access the following site for proper flag etiquette,
which is crucial to showing respect and honor:
https://www.almanac.com/us-flag-etiquette-rules-and-guide-
lines

See photos of flags on homes throughout this newsletter.

by Tom Lutz

W: ;N A MOVIE NIGHT August 10, 2024 SATURDAY

CHILI COOK OFF September 14,2024 SATURDAY

OKTOBERFEST October19,2024  SATURDAY
QO(‘ ? 1 HOLIDAY PARTY  December 15,2024  SUNDAY

GENERAL MEETING July 18, 2024 THURSDAY

GENERAL MEETING October 10, 2024 THURSDAY

D !- TES, GENERAL MEETING January 16, 2025 THURSDAY
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yards. Speaking of backyards, theirs is en-
tertainment central: a beautiful pool/spa,
outdoor kitchen, eating area and lighting.
Jim loves music, so needless to say the
sound system is amazing.

Jim grew up in Winnetka, lllinois. He
went to college in Colorado as an Eng-
lish Literature major and did an Oxford
study abroad program before becoming a
lawyer. He is a trial lawyer, and his firm is
The Lien Project. Carina grew up in Yorba
Linda, went to Rosary High, CSU Fullerton
and studied at UNAM in Mexico City for

a year. She is a political campaign consul-
tant and fundraiser. They met in 1998 at
dinner with our former assembly repre-
sentative, Joe Dunn. Jim and Joe were co-
counsels for a client, and Carina assisted
on Joe’s campaign.

Jim and Carina live with their teenage
sons and their four beautiful cats. Their
eldest son Tony is eighteen years old and
recently graduated from Godinez High
School and will be attending SAC in the
fall. Alex is fifteen years old and is at Godi-
nez HS. Both attended Santiago Elemen-
tary. Penguin, Napoleon, Chandler, and
Jerry Garcia (hmmm... could someone
be a Grateful Dead fan?) are their lucky,
adopted cats!

Thank you for being a part of the neigh-
borhood and giving us something beauti-
ful to enjoy.

by Sarah Covarrubias

Com-Link Board Member
Jeff Katz congratulates
Washington Square Most
Beautiful Yard winners Carina
Franck & Jim Pantone.
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Washington Square Neighborhood Association MISSION STATEMENT

The Washington Square Neighborhood Association is an organization working to foster a sense of community by promoting public aware-
ness, developing an appreciation of the historical significance of our homes, bridging the cultural, generational, and economic diversity of
our residents and bringing about communication between the community, local businesses and city officials.

The Washington Square Neighborhood Newsletter is published quarterly by the Washington Square Neighborhood Association. WSNA is a non-profit
mutual benefit community association established in 1985. Washington Square is an officially recognized neighborhood by the city of Santa Ana,
California. The volunteer Newsletter Committee is looking for neighbors who want to contribute! If you have suggestions or story ideas, or know
InDesign and want to help with layout, you can email us at newsletter@washington-square.org
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2024 Officers

Co-President: Carol Frank
carol@washington-square.org

Co-President: Nina Jirik
nina.jirik@washington-square.org

Vice President: Pat Lenahan
tamerou@aol.com

Secretary: Gabby Martinez
lvn.gabbymartinez@gmail.com

Co-Treasurer: Valerie Boulter
vibhockey@gmail.com

Co-Treasurer: Juan Carlos Araujo
Carlos.Araujo@washington-square.org

Jeff Qualey
jqualey3@gmail.com

Gabby Martinez
lvn.gabbymartinez@gmail.com

Tracy Simons
Tracyp4210@aol.com

Carol Frank
carol@washington-square.org

Dion Saldana
Dion.S@washington-square.org

Michael Mello
le_canuck@yahoo.com

Allison Adams
allisonadams708@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor: Maureen Tiritilli
maureentiritilli@hotmail.com

Ad Manager and Membership Manager:
Martin van der Roest

martin@vdr.com

Tree, Traffic & Quality of Life:

Susan van der Roest susan@vdr.com

Website & Social Media: David Jirik
webmaster@washington-square.org

Volunteer Coordinator:
vacant

Com-Link Rep: Allison Adams

allisonadams708@gmail.com

Hospitality: Nancy Lutz
nancy-lutz@sbcglobal.net

6 City Liaison: Tom Lutz
vp@washington-square.org




NEIGHBORHOOD HERO: Susan Van der Roest

Susan Van der Roest has received the well-de-
served Washington Square Neighborhood Hero
award. The Com-Link celebration honoring neigh-
borhood heroes, and more, was held at the Bowers
Museum on Thursday, June 27.

Alife-long resident of Santa Ana where her father
served as mayor, she obtained her bachelor’s degree
in art at UCI. Along with her husband, Martin, they
have been part of the WSNA community for more
than forty years and currently live on North Towner
St. They have two sons, one of whom (David) named
the Kidseum!

You will see Susan, aka “the tree lady,” walking the
neighborhood, identifying trees that are ill and diseased. Recently, there were branches blocking the side-
walk at 10th and Freeman, and Susan simply chopped them up. She also calls the city repeatedly until they
finally respond, such as for a diseased tree on Freeman which was ultimately removed before there could
be any resultant damage to homes.

For WSNA she is coordinator for the Urban Forest. She also is head of the Quality-of-Life Committee,
which includes traffic and parking, overflowing trash cans and the “doggy depots.” In fact, the mail carrier
delivered an exceptionally large doggy depot box when we were meeting. Anything that needs attention
in the square, Susan will address. This is why, on her walks, Susan engages with neighbors and solicits
their concerns, challenges, and issues. She believes it is important to involve neighbors and bring people
together to resolve concerns.

Each year, Susan also hosts the Godinez High School Choir singing Christmas carols in her front yard. All of
Washington Square is welcome, and the evening is magical.

These are just some of the examples of what makes Susan Van der Roest our WSNA 2024 Neighborhood

Hero. by Pat Lenahan

WSNA officers congratulate Neighborhood Hero Award

Susan van der Roest L to R Treasurer Valerie Boulter, Co-

President Nina Jirik, Susan van der Roest, Co-President

Carol Frank & Vice President Patricia Lenahan. Mike van der Roest and Susan 7



Area 1. Louise North of Washington, Tracy Simons, 423-0801, 1310 N. Louise St., tracy4210@aol.com

Area 2. Louise South of Washington, Maureen Tiritilli, 309-2229, 928 N. Louise St., maureentiritilli@hotmail.com
Area 3. Baker North of Washington, Laura Ruiz, 308-3008. 1524 N. Baker St., Iruiz@essexrealty.com

Area 4. Baker South of Washington, John McGuinness, 836-1971, 907 N. Baker St., jmcguinness@excite.com
Area 5. Rosewood, Barbara Holmes, 619 851-8123, 1606 Rosewood, barbholmes@gmail.com

Area 6. Westwood N. of Washington, Noe Vasquez, 851-6767, 1416 N. Westwood Ave., wishes_o03(@hotmail.com
Area 7. Westwood S. of Washington, Steve Widdoss, 310 529-9737, 1116 W. Westwood Ave., stevenwiddoss@yahoo.com
Area 8. Towner North of 15" & 16" Gil Melendez, 866-9239, 1610 N. Towner, gilbertrmelendez@yahoo.com
Area 9. Towner North of Washington, Russ Bartlett, 949.278.8350, 1403 N. Towner, bartlettruss@hotmail.com
Area 10. Towner South of Washington, lvy Poggi, 925-354-2214, 1120 N. Towner St., ivy.poggi@yahoo.com
Area 11. Freeman North of Washington, Margarita Klase, 349-8887, 1506 Freeman St., klaserita@yahoo.com
Area 12. Freeman South of Washington, Jason Athas, 270-4654, 908 Freeman St. athasjason@gmail.com
Area 13. Lowell North of Washington, Gilbert Ochoa, 562 884-7193, 1420 N. Lowell St., gohawkg3@hotmail.com

Area 14. Lowell South of Washington, Carina Frank & Jim Pantone, 675-3653, 1010 N. Lowell St., pantonelaw(@gmail.
com thefranckfirm.com@gmail.com

Area 15. Olive N. of Washington, Mario & Jennifer Sanchez, 724-3101, 1416 N. Olive St., sanchezjo4(@sbcglobal.net
Area 16. Olive S. of Washington, Connie Major, 673-8114, 923 N. Olive St., conniemajor@yahoo.com

Area 17. Bomo Koral, Mailee Doan, 657-4521, 1142 Bomo Koral Cir., bmdoan@gmail.com

Area 18. Washington Ave. Kurt Preston, 547-7404, 1118 W. Washington Ave., kurtispreston@yahoo.com
Area 19. 10" St. between Westwood & Baker, Cheryl Yarnall, 542-7512, 1139 W. 10" St. yarnalls@pacbell.net
Area 20. Flower Between Washington & 15 St., Delilah Mendez, 1404 N. Flower St. - dee.chicg@gmail.com
Area 21. Flower between Washington & 10*" St., Ivana Unger, 421-2139, 911 W. 10" St., olivana13@gmail.com
Area 22. Flower between 10th & Civic Center Dr, Jose Palacios, 657- 543-3662, 918 N. Flower St., JosePal1160(@gmail.com
All phone numbers are 714 area codes unless otherwise indicated.

GRABER.

Blinds | Shades | Shutters | Drapery

Whatever the window, whatever your style, we have
the treatment that’s right for you. Contact us today.
We also offer 1 year financing.

SHUTTER HEAVEN INC. 714.632.7744




Business Name First Last Phone
Accounting/Tax Prep. Alex Schneider (714) 364-5173
Arbonne Consultant Gloria Chavez (714) 280-5723
Attorney, Business Specialist  |Ashley  |Bolduc (949) 852-1800
Audio-Video Production David Jirik (714) 337-0732
Avon Representative Maria Guzman (714) 904-1973
Babysitting Leila Rodriguez  [(714) 727-8313
Computer Specialist Randy Simons (714) 423-0810
Decorative Ironwork Marco Coronado (714) 852-1363
Farmers Insurance Gonzalo |Guzman (714) 669-3930
Flooring and Floor Repairs Tuzos Flooring (714) 720-7793
Graphics and Signage Kirsten [Sketch (714) 721-8795
Heating and Cooling Adam Garcia (714) 263-6443
Insurance Agent Albert Durazo (657) 667-0225
Landscape Maintenance Rick Mora (714) 721-3897
Mortgages/Loan Officer Victor Gallardo (714) 697-7564
Natural Healing Center Renee Ascencio (714) 549-4435
Notary/Loan Signing Agent Bob Bolton (714) 925-8226
Origami Owl Ind. Design Jennifer |Begen (714) 606-0830
Painter Eric Torres (714) 292-4038
Personal Injury Attorney Moses Yneges (714) 591-0661
Pet Sitting Maria Rodriguez  [(714) 791-0400
Prayer - FREE! * Pastor Ben* Ben Wevers (949) 295-4980
Professional Photographer Ricardo |Barrera (714) 715-1747
Realtor Christina |Hernandez |[(626)221-6870
Realtor Sarah Covarrubias [(714) 928-1303
Realtor Alton Hitchcock (714) 775-0779
Realtor/Rodan & Fields Christina |Moreno (714) 425-2311
Trash Bin Cleaning Noah (714) 717-1079
Wedding Planner Christine |Wilson (714) 337-2903
Window Coverings Krystal  [Wallinger (714) 632-7744
Wine Club/Skin Care Yolanda [Valdivia (714) 317-4152

Highlighted names are WSNA members.

Tony, Bruno, Mauricio

Meet Bruno of Louise St.

If you live on Louise Street, south of Washing-
ton you may see Tony and Mauricio walking
Bruno. He is a forty-two-pound golden doodle
who will be two years old in September. After
having been on a waiting list for almost one
year, Tony and Mauricio obtained Bruno from
a breeder in San Diego.

Mauricio and Tony have been together 11 years
and have been married for 7 years. They both
had dogs prior to Bruno—Mauricio had two
golden retrievers and Tony had a puggle.

The three of them enjoy going to the beach
and the park. They also enjoy hiking where
Bruno has been known to get wallow in mud
requiring a three-hour bath. (I have seen the
photos!) Bruno is quite a fast runner. He also
likes to play fetch—I failed though—I could
not throw the tennis ball far enough, not like
his dads. If you want to see Bruno run through
the yard or go to his window in the house, all
you must do is say “cats.”

Bruno is uncertain about strangers until he is
properly bribed... he really likes little pieces
of cheese. Then you can become a friend who
will get a paw to shake and “the look” known
to all dog owners signaling “l want more
please.”

| am so happy to have met Bruno. Next time |
see him | will come prepared with cheese.

by Pat Lenahan



A Word trom our Co ~PRESIDENTY!

Hi, Neighbors!

Summer is just getting started! Longer days bring out more families walking the neighborhood. Intro-
duce yourself to those you pass by. Set up play dates for your kiddos. Get inspired by

the landscapes as you walk by. The aromas of flowers are plentiful. Can you identify

birds? These longer days bring about a new awakening for us, how about you?

On to business:

The last General Meeting topic of the Bristol Street Widening project brought quite a
bit of concern regarding increased traffic, speeding and noise. An impromptu meet-
ing was held with the Mayor, our Councilman, Acting City Manager, Traffic Engineer-
ing, Fire Authority, and other City officials. With construction estimated to start in
the fall, we need to implement strategies now. Speed bumps, increased patrols
(including SAPD on bikes), restricting left turn from southbound Bristol to Washing-
ton and other viable solutions are being discussed with Traffic Engineering. We look
forward to working with the city to minimize the impact of this construction.

General Meeting:
Thursday July 18 at 7pm, Heroes Elementary School, 1111 W. Civic Center Dr.
We will have speakers from Segerstrom Center, OCTA, and Parks and Recreation
Dept with an update on the 10th and Flower Park design.

Coffee with the Mayor:
Rescheduled to a Saturday in October. Details on Facebook and in the October Newsletter
Coffee with the Mayor is open to all Washington Square residents. This will be
your opportunity to ask the mayor and the folks at City Hall all your questions. Please treat each
other and the city people respectfully. There will be space on the lawn to sit or you can bring your
own chair, since there will be a limited number of chairs.

Facebook Poll:
A recent Facebook poll asked for your priorities/needs for the neighborhood and the list below was
presented to Mayor Amezcua. This is your opportunity to elaborate on our list and for city officials to
answer questions. Here is what was presented by level of importance:
1. Walkable park.
Speed bumps at strategic locations.
Infill trees — too may have been removed without replacing.
Streetlights in darkened areas of neighborhood.
Parking enforcement/monitoring traffic laws/turns/speeding. Proactive ticketing.
lllegal fireworks crackdown.
More businesses on Bristol.
Replace pork chop signs at Washington and Flower that were taken down one and a half years
ago.
9. Sidewalk repairs.

N OV AW N

Park update:
The feasibility study for our desired walkable park was incorporated in the Fiscal Year 24/25 City Bud-
get formally approved on June 18th. We are one big step closer to our park, and will be closely watch-
ing for activity and updates.
by Nina Jirik and Carol Frank
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Join us for a special day dedicated to our furry friends! Bubble Up Dog Wash is hosting a dog microchip-
ping and adoption event right here in Washington Square. Whether you’re looking to give a loving home
to a new companion or simply want to ensure your

pet’s safety by getting them microchipped, we’ve

got you covered. In addition to microchipping and

adoptions, we’re offering free nail trims for all at-

tending dogs. So, bring your pups along for a day

and let’s make our community safer and happier

together! $30 to microchip, adoption fees vary.

Date: August 3rd
Time: 2pm-6pm
Address: 1436 Louise Street

11



WSNA Real Estate REPORT

A couple of weeks ago, someone mentioned to me that Orange County was the most expensive housing market

in the country. After doing a bit of research, the Bay Area and New York are still much higher, however our home
prices have surged more than 10 percent in the last year which positions OC in the top ten most expensive markets.
One article stated the median home price in Orange County was $1.422M in May 2024.

For those of you who are thinking of buying or selling a home soon, here is something you should know that came
out of the National Association of Realtors settlement. Starting in mid-August, 2024, a home seller who uses the
services of a realtor, will no longer have to compensate (pay a commission to) the buyer’s agent, which has been
mandatory up until now. If a buyer is using the services of a realtor, then the buyer will need to sign an agreement
in which the buyer pays their agent’s commission. However, a seller can still compensate the buyer’s Realtor if they
choose. The mechanics of all this are more complicated than this simple explanation, so | encourage you to speak to
your realtor, or feel free to contact me, if you need more details. Rules in most industries continue to change, and
this one will take getting accustomed to, so don’t let it scare you from your dream of homeownership.

Interest rates have dropped a bit since last quarter with FHA/VA loans at 6.25% and conventional loans with 20%
down payment at about 6.375%.

Address Bedrooms | Baths | Sq. Ft. |List/Sold $$ *DOM | Sale Type
For Sale
1119 Louise St 4 3 2103 $945,000.00 53 Probate

Under Contract
1311 N. Towner St 2 1 1357 $890,000.00 12 Standard

Welcome New Neighbors!

1123 N. Baker St--Duplex 2/2 1/1 1950 $1,200,000.00 4 Standard
1425 N.Olive 3 1 1112 $3,500.00 6 Lease

1212 Louise St 4 3 2683 $4,950.00 26 Lease

1053 W. Civic Center Dr--Duplex 2/2 11 1520 $875,000.00 7 Standard
1311 N. Towner St 2 1 1357 $930,000.00 9 Standard
1028 N. Olive 3 1372 $975,000.00 3 Standard
1324 Freeman St 3 1576 $1,050,000.00 7 Standard

THE ABOVE SOLD STATISTICS ARE FOR THE PERIOD OF MARCH 18, 2024 THROUGH JUNE 25, 2024.COMPILED FROM
INFORMATION FROM THE CALIFORNIA REGIONAL MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE AND COUNTY RECORDER’S OFFICE.

*DAYS ON THE MARKET

Sarah Covarrubias
714 928-1303
12 DRE# 00911629



7:30 - Hot Dogs Popcorn Snacks
8:15 - Cartoon & Movie Starts
“Over The Hedge” is 84min

Join us for WSNA Free Movie Night!

The feature this year is the 2006 Dreamworks feature “Over the Hedge”.

There will be free popcorn, candy, drinks & cotton candy! Plus, as always,

fresh-grilled hot dogs for a buck. We’ll have chairs but you’re welcome to bring your own.
Nights can get chilly so check the weather and bring sweaters and blankets.

Everyone is welcome, it’s a fun movie for kids and kids at heart!

“A colorful and engaging comedy of suburbia’s encroach- “Very cute. Lovable characters, wildly original slapstick routines, tearful heart
ment into the wilderness and its consequences for a tuggings, and most surprisingly, life-or-death dilemmas and environmental
motley crew of animals just awakened from hiberation.” messages that will withstand repeated at-home viewings.”

“Filled with enough little moments of comic wonder that |
could literally sit here all day trying to share them all.”

“A really light, funny movie,
with an interesting voice
cast”

Scan to watch the trailer 1 3
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I was my privilege to host this year’s Wine Garden event. It was a memorable evening. We
tlistened and danced to the wonderful music of our own neighbor, Ben Wevers’ Smooth Jazz
Quartet. The fire pits were going in the front yard and back yard, while we enjoyed tasty treats
brought by all of those who attended, and we sampled a wide variety of wines. | want to thank all
the volunteers who set up, checked neighbors in, and helped with the clean up. Also, a big thanks
to our friends from the Orange County Wine Society for pouring wine again. Without the volun-
teers we would not have had this event, nor others. Next time you see a posting on Facebook ask-
ing for volunteers for one of our events please

con-

sider it.

Hope

to see

you

next

year!!

by Carol

Frank
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Bulky Item Pickup!

As a reminder, residents with curbside cart collec-
tion may schedule up to four bulky item pickups, at
no charge annually. Each pickup can be up to four
items, or four 30-gallon bags of trash, or twenty
30-gallon bags of yard waste.

Acceptable items:
Furniture
Appliances
Electronics
Trash (four 30-gallon bags)
Yard Waste (twenty 30-gallon bags)
(No Hazardous waste, ie: oil, paint, garden
sprays, etc.)
Items will be collected within five working days
once a request is received.

We often see items left on the curb which end up
sitting there for several days. If we use the below
phone number, it will be hauled away properly.
Items left out could be subject to a citation, so we
encourage this Bulky Item Pickup Service.

Call Republic Services at 657.467.6220 to schedule a
Bulky Item Pickup.

Customers who exceed the number of free pickups
may receive bulky item collection for a fee.

-YOU RE INVITED-

Join us for Washington Square’s monthly
Game Night! Bring a board game, a friend,
meet new people, have a drink, share dinner
- and have some fun!

Every third Wednesday of the month

AT 6PM

RAFFLES & PRIZES

Every Game Night!

Let us cater your next event!

901 W 17th St, Santa Ana, CA - (714) 953-7448
by Tom Lutz




Sarah and Greg

With our combined experience and unwavering commitment to the
Washington Square neighborhood, we are your go-to team for buying
and selling.

What Greg and | find most fulfilling about real estate is helping people
discover their dream homes all over OC, but especially in Washington
Square. Along with our extensive real estate expertise, we are
passionate about preserving the neighborhood’s unique character and
supporting its vibrant community.

Having served the Washington Square community for over 25 years, I'm
proud to call this place home. Whether you are a long-time resident or
new to the area, we are here to help you find your perfect fit!

What does “home” mean to you? We'd love to find out!

SARAH COVARRUBIAS | GREG HENDRICKSON
714.928.1303 714.514.5766
SarahCRealtor@gmail.com GregH@SevenGables.com
SevenGables.com GregHendricksonHomes.com





